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1
POWER MANAGEMENT IN A CIRCUIT

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure is generally related to a power cir-
cuit. More specifically, the present disclosure is generally
related to a power circuit of a computer processor.

BACKGROUND

A computer processor is hardware in a computer system
responsible for performing arithmetical, logical, and input/
output operations of a computer program. The computer pro-
cessor can be carried on a circuit board connected to a moth-
erboard. The computer processor can receive power from a
power supply unit in the computer system, or from the moth-
erboard. Power is supplied to various components in the
computer processor.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

The following detailed description may be better under-
stood by referencing the accompanying drawings, which con-
tain specific examples of numerous objects and features of the
disclosed subject matter.

FIG. 1is anillustration of a circuit board for a processor, in
accordance with embodiments.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a power steering circuit, in
accordance with embodiments.

FIG. 3 is a process flow diagram of a method for supplying
power to a circuit board.

FIG. 4 is a chart showing power management scenarios for
an embodiment of a power steering circuit, in accordance
with embodiments.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a power down circuit, in
accordance with embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure is generally related to a computer
processor on a circuit board. Embodiments discussed herein
provide methods and systems for delivering and managing
power in the circuit board, which may unified input/output
(I/0). The circuit board can have a plurality of power connec-
tors to receive power for the computer processor. The
received power can be delivered via power input rails to a
plurality of voltage rails, which in turn can supply power to
components of the computer processor. However, if a power
connector is not receiving power from a connected power
cable, the circuit board may not receive the specified amount
of'power. Thus, the voltage rails are unable to deliver powerto
the components of the computer processor. Furthermore, if
the voltage difference across the voltage rails is too high, the
lifespan of the computer processor may be shortened due to
internal transistor wear.

A power steering circuit on the circuit board can ensure that
the circuit board can receive the specified amount of power
even when a power connector is not connected to a power
cable. Additionally, a power down circuit can ensure that the
voltage difference across the voltage rails during operations
such as powering up and powering down do not exceed a
certain limit.

FIG. 1is anillustration of a circuit board for a processor, in
accordance with embodiments. The circuit board 100 can
include a core 102 and memory 104 to perform the functions
of the processor. The circuit board 100 can also include an
edge connector 106 that can function as an interface with a
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motherboard. The circuit board 100 can further include a first
power connector 108 and a second power connector 110. The
first power connector 108 and the second power connector
110 can interact with power cables from a power supply unit
to deliver power to the processor. The circuit board 100 may
have a specific power specification. In some embodiments,
the first power connector 108 and the second power connector
110 are configured to interact with different types of power
cables. In some embodiments, power can also be delivered
through the edge connector 106. The edge connector 106, the
first power connector 108, and the second power connector
110 can each be coupled to a power input rail. The power
input rails can deliver power to a number of voltage regula-
tors, which in turn supply power to voltage rails of the core
102, the memory 104, and other components of the processor.

The circuit board 100 also includes a power steering circuit
that routes power to the circuit board 100 in response to
connections between the power connectors 108, 110 and
power cables. The power steering circuit 112 can be coupled
to the first power connector 108 and the second power con-
nector 110. The power steering circuit 112 can detect power
cable connections at the first power connector 108 and the
second power connector 110, and take action to ensure that
sufficient power is being supplied to the circuit board 100.
The circuit board 100 can also include a power down circuit
114 that controls the voltage levels of the voltage rails during
circuit board activities. The power down circuit can be
coupled to the voltage rails. The power down circuit 114 can
ensure that the voltage difference across the voltage rails
during operations such as powering up and powering down do
not exceed a certain limit.

The processor may be a multi-core processor. The circuit
board 100 may be a Peripheral Component Interconnect
Express (PCle) board. The circuit board 100 may have a
power specification of 225 W or 300 W to operate. The edge
connector 106 may be a 12V PCle edge connector, configured
to accept 75 W from the motherboard. The first power con-
nector 108 may be a 12V 2x4 power connector, configured to
accept 75 W from a 2x3 power cable, or 150 W from a 2x4
power cable. The second power connector 110 may bea 12V
2x3 power connector, configured to accept 75 W from a 2x3
power cable.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a power steering circuit, in
accordance with embodiments. The power steering circuit
112 can be located on the circuit board 100 of a processor. The
power steering circuit 112 can be configured to route the
specification amount of power to the circuit board 100 in
response to the power connections detected by the power
steering circuit 112.

The power steering circuit 112 can include a power control
module 202 to control the activities of the power steering
circuit 112. The power steering circuit 112 can include a first
power input rail 204 and a second power input rail 206 to
distribute power to the voltage rails of the processor. The first
power input rail 204 may be coupled to the first power con-
nector 108. The second power input rail 206 can be coupled to
either the first power connector 108 or the second power
connector 110.

The power control module 202 can detect a presence of the
first power connector 108. The power control module 202
detect if the first power connector 108 is connected to a power
cable. In some embodiments, the power control module 202
can determine what type of power cable is connected to the
first power connector 108 and how much power is being
delivered through the first power connector 108 by means of
apower connector presence logic 208. In some embodiments,
the first power connector 108 is a 12V 2x4 power connector,
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and the power control module 202 can detect if the first power
connector 108 is receiving 75 W from a 2x3 power cable or
150 W from a 2x4 power cable.

The power control module 202 can also determine a board
power specification for the circuit board 100. In some
embodiments, the board power specification can be 225 W or
300 W.

The power control module 202 can also include a voltage
sensor 212 to sense a voltage at the second power connector
110. If the sensed voltage is zero, or near zero, the power
control module 202 determines that the second power con-
nector 110 is not connected to a power cable. If the sensed
voltage is nonzero (for example, 12 V), the power control
module 202 determines that the second power connector 110
is connected to a power cable. In some embodiments, the
power control module 202 can determine if a power cable is
connected to the second power connector 110 and how much
power is being delivered through the second power connector
110 by reading the voltage sensor 212. In some embodiments,
the second power connector 110 is a 12V 2x3 power connec-
tor, and the power control module 202 can detect that the
second power connector is receiving 75 W from a 2x3 power
cable. In some embodiments, the power control module 202
can require that the sensed voltage be held stable for a prede-
termined amount oftime (for example, 25 to 30 ps) before any
determination is made.

In response to the board power specification 210 and the
sensed voltage, the power control module 202 can couple the
second power input rail 206 to either the first power connector
108 or the second power connector 110. The power control
module 202 can couple the second power connector 110 to the
second power input rail 206 by enabling a switch module 214
and disabling a steering module 216. The power control mod-
ule 202 can couple the first power connector 110 to the second
power input rail 206 by disabling the switch module 214 and
enabling the steering module 216.

In some embodiments, the switch module 214 is enabled
and the steering module 216 is disabled by default. If the
power control module 202 determines that the second power
connector 110 is not connected to a power cable, then the
power control module 202 may couple the first power con-
nector 108 to the second power input rail 206 if the amount of
power being delivered through the first power connector 108
is sufficient such that the board power specification is met. If
the power control module 202 determines that the second
power connector 110 is connected to a power cable, then the
power control module 202 may couple the second power
connector 108 to the second power input rail 206, assuming
that the board power specification is met.

FIG. 3 is a process flow diagram of a method for supplying
power to a circuit board. The method 300 can be performed by
a power steering circuit 112 of a processor. The power steer-
ing circuit can receive power through a pair of power connec-
tors, and deliver the received power to the circuit board via a
pair of power input rails.

At block 302, the power steering circuit determines a
power specification of the circuit board. The power specifi-
cation may be stored in a memory unit of the circuit board for
easy access from the power steering circuit. In some embodi-
ments, the circuit board includes an edge connector to receive
power from a motherboard.

At block 304, the power steering circuit detects a power
cable connected to a first power connector coupled to a first
power input rail. The power steering circuit can detect what
type of power cable is connected to the first power connector
as well as how much power is being delivered through the first
power connector.
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At block 306, the power steering circuit senses a voltage at
a second power connector. If the sensed voltage is zero, or
near zero, the power steering circuit can determine that the
second power connector is not connected to a power cable. If
the sensed voltage is nonzero, the power steering circuit can
determine that the second power connector is connected to a
power cable. In some embodiments, the power steering cir-
cuit only determines whether a power cable is connected if the
sensed voltage remains relatively constant after a predeter-
mined amount of time. The power steering circuit can detect
if a power cable is connected to the second power connector
as well as how much power is being delivered through the
second power connector.

At block 308, the power steering circuit couples a second
power input rail with the first power connector or the second
power connector in response to the determined power speci-
fication of the circuit board and the sensed voltage at the
second power connector. If the second power connector is not
connected to a power cable, then the power steering circuit
can couple the second power input rail with the first power
connector, provided that the total amount of power received
by the first power connector (and the edge connector) meets
the power specification of the circuit board. If the total
amount of power received does not meet the power specifi-
cation, then the second power input rail is de-coupled from
the first power connector. If the second power connector is
connected to a power cable, then the power steering circuit
can couple the second power input rail with the second power
connector, provided that the total amount of power received
by the first power connector and the second power connector
(as well as the edge connector) meets the power specification
of the circuit board.

FIG. 4 is a chart showing power management scenarios for
an embodiment of a power steering circuit, in accordance
with embodiments. A Peripheral Component Interconnect
Express (PCle) board (as described with regards to FIG. 2)
includes a power steering circuit, a 12V 2x4 power connector,
a 12V 2x3 power connector, and a PCle edge connector. The
power specification of the PCle board can be 225 W or 300 W.
The PCle edge connector can receive 75 W from a mother-
board. The 2x4 power connector can receive 75 W from a 2x3
power cable or 150 W from a 2x4 power cable. The 2x3 power
connector can receive 75 W from a 2x3 power cable. A first
power input rail can be coupled to the 2x4 power connector.
A second power input rail can be coupled to either the 2x4
power connector or the 2x3 power connector. The actions
performed by the power steering circuit can be dependent on
the power specification of the PCle board and the voltage
sensed at the 2x3 power connector. The chart 400 details four
possible scenarios, each represented by a row.

At row 402, the power steering circuit senses zero voltage
at the 2x3 power connector, indicating that the 2x3 power
connector is not connected to a power cable. The power
specification of the PCle board is 225 W. The 2x4 power
connector is receiving 150 W from a 2x4 power cable. The
total amount of power received by the 2x4 power connector
and the PCle edge connector meets the power specification of
the PCleboard. Thus, the power steering circuit enables steer-
ing, coupling the 2x4 power connector to the second power
input rail.

At row 404, the power steering circuit senses zero voltage
at the 2x3 power connector, indicating that the 2x3 power
connector is not connected to a power cable. The power
specification of the PCle board is 300 W. The 2x4 power
connector is receiving 150 W from a 2x4 power cable. The
total amount of power received by the 2x4 power connector
and the PCle edge connector does not meet the power speci-
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fication of the PCle board. Thus, the power steering circuit
does not enable steering, and the 2x4 power connector is not
coupled to the second power input rail.

At row 406, the power steering circuit senses 12 V at the
2x3 power connector, indicating that the 2x3 power connec-
tor is connected to a power cable. The power specification of
the PCle board is 225 W. The 2x4 power connector and the
2x3 power connector are each receiving 75 W from a 2x3
power cable. The total amount of power received by the 2x4
power connector, the 2x3 power connector, and the PCle edge
connector meets the power specification of the PCle board.
Thus, the power steering circuit does not enable steering, and
the 2x3 power connector is coupled to the second power input
rail.

At row 408, the power steering circuit senses 12 V at the
2x3 power connector, indicating that the 2x3 power connec-
tor is connected to a power cable. The power specification of
the PCle board is 300 W. The 2x4 power connector is receiv-
ing 150 W from a 2x4 power cable, and the 2x3 power
connector is receiving 75 W from a 2x3 power cable. The total
amount of power received by the 2x4 power connector, the
2x3 power connector, and the PCle edge connector meets the
power specification of the PCle board. Thus, the power steer-
ing circuit does not enable steering, and the 2x3 power con-
nector is coupled to the second power input rail.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a power down circuit, in
accordance with embodiments. The power down circuit 114
can be located on a circuit board 100 of a processor. The
power down circuit 114 can be used by the circuit board 100
to help ensure that the voltage difference across the circuit
board’s voltage rails do not exceed a certain limit. The voltage
rails are sourced by the voltage regulators which receive
power from the circuit board’s power connectors 108, 110
and edge connector 106.

The power down circuit 114 can include a first voltage
regulator 502 coupled to a first voltage rail (not shown) and a
second voltage regulator 504 coupled to a second voltage rail
505. The first voltage regulator 502 and the second voltage
regulator 504 can be configured to supply and regulate power
in the first voltage rail and the second voltage rail 505, respec-
tively. The first voltage rail may be associated with Graphic
Double Data Rate (GDDR) memory, and the second voltage
rail 505 may be associated with a phase-locked loop (PLL).
The first voltage rail and the second voltage 505 can deliver
power to the core 102, memory 104, and other components on
the circuit board 100. In some embodiments, the first voltage
rail is a Voltage Drain for Graphic Processor Unit (VDDG)
voltage rail. In some embodiments, the second voltage rail
505 is a Voltage of Super Filter Regulator (VSFR) voltage
rail. In some embodiments, the first voltage regulator 502
receives power from the edge connector 106, the first power
connector 108, and the second power connector 110. In some
embodiments, the second voltage regulator 504 receives
power from the edge connector 106. In some embodiments,
the first voltage rail uses 1.0V and the second voltage rail 505
uses 1.8 V. In some embodiments, the power down circuit 114
is configured to ensure that the voltage difference between the
first voltage rail and the second voltage rail 505 does not
exceed 1.0V at any time.

A voltage rail controller 506 may be coupled to the second
voltage regulator 504 and the second voltage rail 505. Insome
embodiments, an inductor 508 and a filter 510 are coupled to
the second voltage rail 505. In some embodiments, the power
down circuit 114 further includes a p-channel metal-oxide-
semiconductor field-effect transistor (MOSFET), a first
n-channel MOSFET, and a second n-channel MOSFET. The
gate of the first n-channel MOSFET can be coupled to an
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output of the first voltage rail 502. The source of the first
n-channel can be coupled to ground, and the drain can be
coupled to an input enable of the second regulator 504 and to
the voltage rail controller 506 at the gate of the second
n-channel MOSFET. The source of the second n-channel
MOSFET can be coupled to ground, and the drain can be
coupled to the gate of the p-channel MOSFET. The source of
the p-channel MOSFET can be coupled to an output of the
second voltage rail 504, and the drain can be coupled to
ground.

During power up, the first voltage regulator 502 is enabled.
As the first voltage rail 502 nears its nominal voltage (for
example, 1.0 V), the first voltage regulator 502 can assert an
enable signal 503 to the second voltage regulator 504. The
enable signal can cause the first n-channel MOSFET to be
closed, thus connecting a low-enabled input of the second
regulator 504 to ground, and powering up the voltage of the
second voltage regulator 504. In regards to the voltage rail
controller 506, the second n-channel MOSFET can be open,
and a voltage (for example, 3.3 V) can be applied to the gate
of the p-channel MOSFET. The p-channel MOSFET can
remain open, allowing the normal operation of the second
voltage regulator 504 and the second voltage rail 505. During
the power up sequence, the voltage difference between the
first voltage rail 502 and the second voltage rail 504 does not
exceed a predetermined voltage limit (for example, 1.0 V).

During power down, the first voltage regulator 502 is shut
down. As the first voltage rail 502 is consequently shutting
down, the first voltage regulator 502 de-asserts the enable
signal 503 to the second voltage regulator 504. This can cause
the first n-channel MOSFET to be open, allowing voltage rail
controller 506 to receive a voltage (for example, 3.3 V), thus
shutting down the second voltage regulator 504. Thus, the
second n-channel MOSFET can be closed, thus closing down
the p-channel MOSFET in turn, and connecting the output of
the second voltage regulator 504 to ground. The second volt-
age rail 504 can power down at a faster rate than the first
voltage rail 502, such that the voltage difference between the
first voltage rail 502 and the second voltage rail 504 does not
exceed a predetermined voltage limit (for example, 1.0 V).

Example 1

A circuit for power management on a circuit board is
described herein. The circuit may include a first power con-
nector coupled to a first power input rail. The circuit may
include a second power connector. The circuit may include a
second power input rail. The circuit may include a power
control module. The power control module may determine a
power specification of the circuit board. The power control
module may detect a power cable connected to the first power
connector. The power control module may sense a voltage at
the second power connector. The power control module may
couple the second power input rail with the first power con-
nector or the second power connector in response to the
determined power specification of the circuit board and the
sensed voltage at the second power connector.

Example 2

A method for power management in a circuit is described
herein. The method may include determining a power speci-
fication of a circuit board. The method may include detecting
apower cable connected to a first power connector coupled to
a first power input rail. The method may include sensing a
voltage at a second power connector. The method may
include coupling a second power input rail with the first
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power connector or the second power connector in response
to the determined power specification of the circuit board and
the sensed voltage at the second power connector.

Example 3

A processor board may include a circuit for power man-
agement. The circuit may include a first power connector
coupled to a first power input rail. The circuit may include a
second power connector. The circuit may include a second
power input rail. The circuit may include a power control
module. The power control module may determine a power
specification of the circuit board. The power control module
may detect a power cable connected to the first power con-
nector. The power control module may sense a voltage at the
second power connector. The power control module may
couple the second power input rail with the first power con-
nector or the second power connector in response to the
determined power specification of the circuit board and the
sensed voltage at the second power connector.

Although some embodiments have been described in ref-
erence to particular implementations, other implementations
are possible according to some embodiments. Additionally,
the arrangement and order of circuit elements or other fea-
tures illustrated in the drawings or described herein need not
be arranged in the particular way illustrated and described.
Many other arrangements are possible according to some
embodiments.

In each system shown in a figure, the elements in some
cases may each have a same reference number or a different
reference number to suggest that the elements represented
could be different or similar. However, an element may be
flexible enough to have different implementations and work
with some or all of the systems shown or described herein.
The various elements shown in the figures may be the same or
different. Which one is referred to as a first element and which
is called a second element is arbitrary.

In the description and claims, the terms “coupled” and
“connected,” along with their derivatives, may be used. It
should be understood that these terms are not intended as
synonyms for each other. Rather, in particular embodiments,
“connected” may be used to indicate that two or more ele-
ments are in direct physical or electrical contact with each
other. “Coupled” may mean that two or more elements are in
direct physical or electrical contact. However, “coupled” may
also mean that two or more elements are not in direct contact
with each other, but yet still co-operate or interact with each
other.

An embodiment is an implementation or example of the
inventions. Reference in the specification to “an embodi-
ment,” “one embodiment,” “some embodiments,” or “other
embodiments” means that a particular feature, structure, or
characteristic described in connection with the embodiments
is included in at least some embodiments, but not necessarily
all embodiments, of the inventions. The various appearances
“an embodiment,” “one embodiment,” or “some embodi-
ments” are not necessarily all referring to the same embodi-
ments.

Not all components, features, structures, characteristics,
etc. described and illustrated herein need be included in a
particular embodiment or embodiments. If the specification
states a component, feature, structure, or characteristic
“may”, “might”, “can” or “could” be included, for example,
that particular component, feature, structure, or characteristic
is not required to be included. If the specification or claim
refers to “a” or “an” element, that does not mean there is only
one of the element. If the specification or claims refer to “an
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additional” element, that does not preclude there being more
than one of the additional element.

Although flow diagrams and state diagrams may have been
used herein to describe embodiments, the inventions are not
limited to those diagrams or to corresponding descriptions
herein. For example, flow need not move through each illus-
trated box or state or in exactly the same order as illustrated
and described herein.

The inventions are not restricted to the particular details
listed herein. Indeed, those skilled in the art having the benefit
of this disclosure will appreciate that many other variations
from the foregoing description and drawings may be made
within the scope of the present inventions. Accordingly, it is
the following claims including any amendments thereto that
define the scope of the inventions.

What is claimed is:
1. A circuit for power management on a circuit board,
comprising:
a first power connector coupled to a first power input rail
and selectively coupled to a second power rail through a
steering module;
a second power connector selectively coupled to the sec-
ond power rail through a switch;
and
a power control module to:
determine a power specification of the circuit board;
detect a power cable connected to the first power con-
nector;

sense a voltage at the second power connector; and

if the voltage sensed at the second power connector is
zero and the power specification of the circuit board is
below a specified threshold, then couple the first
power connector to the second power rail to power
both the first power rail and the second power rail; and

otherwise decouple the first power connector from the
second power rail to power only the first power rail.

2. The circuit of claim 1, comprising an edge connector
coupled to a third power input rail, the edge connector to
receive power from a motherboard.

3. The circuit of claim 1, the power control module to sense
zero voltage at the second power connector.

4. The circuit of claim 3, the power control module to
couple the second power input rail with the first power con-
nector, if a supplied power total meets the determined power
specification.

5. The circuit of claim 3, the power control module to
decouple the second power input rail from the first power
connector, if a supplied power total does not meet the deter-
mined power specification.

6. The circuit of claim 1, the power control module to sense
a nonzero voltage at the second power connector.

7. The circuit of claim 6, the power control module to
couple the second power input rail with the second power
connector.

8. A method for power management in a circuit, compris-
ing:

determining a power specification of a circuit board;

detecting a power cable connected to a first power connec-
tor coupled to a first power input rail and selectively
coupled to the second power rail;

sensing a voltage at a second power connector;

if the voltage sensed at the second power connector is zero
and the power specification of the circuit board is below
a specified threshold, coupling the first power connector
to the second power rail to power both the first power rail
and the second power rail; and
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otherwise decoupling the first power connector from the
second power rail to power only the first power rail.

9. The method of claim 8, comprising sensing zero voltage

at the second power connector.

10. The method of claim 9, comprising coupling the second
power input rail with the first power connector, if a supplied
power total meets the determined power specification.

11. The method of claim 9, comprising decoupling the
second power input rail from the first power connector, if a
supplied power total does not meet the determined power
specification.

12. The method of claim 8, comprising sensing a nonzero
voltage at the second power connector.

13. The method of claim 12, comprising coupling the sec-
ond power input rail with the second power connector.

14. A processor board comprising a circuit for power man-
agement, the circuit comprising:

a first power connector coupled to a first power input rail
and selectively coupled to a second power rail through a
steering module;

a second power connector selectively coupled to the sec-
ond power rail through a switch;

and

a power control module to:
determine a power specification of the processor board;
detect a power cable connected to the first power con-

nector;
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sense a voltage at the second power connector; and

if the voltage sensed at the second power connector is
zero and the power specification of the circuit board is
below a specified threshold, then couple the first
power connector to the second power rail to power
both the first power rail and the second power rail; and

otherwise decouple the first power connector from the
second power rail to power only the first power rail.

15. The processor of claim 14, comprising an edge connec-
tor coupled to a third power input rail, the edge connector to
receive power from a motherboard.

16. The processor of claim 14, the power control module to
sense zero voltage at the second power connector.

17. The processor of claim 16, the power control module to
couple the second power input rail with the first power con-
nector, if a supplied power total meets the determined power
specification.

18. The processor of claim 16, the power control module to
decouple the second power input rail from the first power
connector, if a supplied power total does not meet the deter-
mined power specification.

19. The processor of claim 14, the power control module to
sense a nonzero voltage at the second power connector.

20. The processor of claim 19, the power control module to
couple the second power input rail with the second power
connector.



